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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 QUITO 03553 262107Z 

ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-11 
ACDA-12 EB-08 COME-OO TRSE-00 OMB-01 AID-05 /106W 

129921 270720Z/11 

R 262026Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY QUITO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8342 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
DIA WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USCINCSO QUARRY HEIGHTS CZ 
24COMP WG HOWARD AFB CZ 

CONFIDENTIAL QUITO 3553 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, EC 

SUBJECT: ECUADOREAN MIRAGE PURCHASE 

EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT THERE HAVE BEEN RUNORS 
BOTH IN THE DEPARTMENT AND ELSEWHERE ABOUT THE STATUS 
OF THE ECUADOREAN MIRAGE F-l BUY. SINCE NO SPONTANEOUS 
INFORMATION TO THIS EFFECT HAD SURFACED HERE, AIRATT 
RAISED SUBJECT WITH BG LUIS ABAD, CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE 
ECUADOREAN AIR FORCE DURING A RECENT RECEPTION. ABAD 
CONFIRMED THAT THE SALE OF MIRAGE F-l REMAINS ON TRACK. 

IN RESPONSE TO INQUIRY ON F-104S, HE NOTED THAT OVER- 
TURES HAD BEEN MADE IN WASHINGTON BY SOME ITALIANS 
INTERESTED IN SELLING THESE AIRCRAFT, BUT THE AIR FORCE 
DOES NOT WANT THEM. 
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